Abstract: Street sweepers and garbage collectors play an important role in maintaining health and hygiene in the communities. However, they usually work at risky environments that expose them to various morbid conditions. In this study, we aimed at evaluating awareness and attitudes of Egyptian street sweepers and garbage collectors regarding the occupational risks they are exposed to and its preventive measures. Therefore, in a descriptive study, 70 randomly-selected street sweepers and garbage collectors from Beni-Suef city, Egypt were randomly selected and approached through direct interviews with a semi-tailored questionnaire. Our results indicated that street sweepers and garbage collectors were aware of occupational health hazards and diseases, to which they are exposed and may encounter at work. Nevertheless, during the past 12 months, 41.4% of them experienced a job-related health problem. They sweep streets and collect garbage directly with unprotected hands and without using any personal protective equipment. Additionally, their attitudes towards taking preventive measures while working did not match their knowledge about their jobrelated health hazards. We conclude that street sweepers and garbage collectors should be treated as a vulnerable group that requires pre-placement and in-service orientations, health education, vaccinations, medical check-ups, with close monitoring of their attitudes and practice.
Bull High Inst Public Health Vol.39 No. 4 [2009] clean streets and collect garbage from houses by a door-to-door method.
However, not all the wastes are disposed properly by the residents; and a considerable percentage of it remains on streets or discarded on road sides. This contributes to environmental pollution and creates various health problems. (2) Therefore, garbage collectors have additional daily tasks of sweeping streets besides garbage collection.
Because of their work environment, street sweepers and garbage collectors are exposed to a variety of risks or hazards that lead to notable morbidities. (3) They are mainly exposed to dust, biodegradable trashes, bio-aerosols, volatile organic matters and mechanical stress, which make them susceptible to a wide range of occupational diseases. (4) Moreover, in many settings they collect bio-hazardous wastes discarded by health care facilities that are located within their working zones; adding another range of infections and hazards to these workers' health.
Many reports showed that the commonly detected morbid conditions in those workers include diseases of the respiratory system, eye problems, accidents, injuries, infections and skin problems ..etc. (1, 5, 6) In developing countries; including Egypt, those workers clean streets and collect wastes, manually, with little, if any, protective measures against direct dust exposures, wastes' contact and injuries at their workplaces. (1, 7) Though studies addressing the occupational health hazards among them or investigations regarding their knowledge and attitude towards their occupational hazardous exposures are very scarce.
In this study, we aimed at evaluating the awareness and attitudes of street sweepers and garbage collectors regarding the occupational risks they are Rahma et al.,
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exposed to and the preventive measures they take to avoid their job-related hazardous exposures.
METHODS:
The study was conducted in Beni-Suef city, about 101 kilometers south to Cairo, Egypt. In this city, the number of workers engaged with street sweeping and garbage collection is about 700 workers (300 of 
RESULTS

Street sweepers and garbage collectors
in Beni-Suef city, were found to perform tasks of street sweeping and garbage collection as part of their daily job activities.
They worked 8 hours/ shift daily for 6 days, with one day off taken alternatively after arrangements with other groups of workers. were not matching with their knowledge. The present study was performed to assess the awareness and attitudes of street sweepers and garbage collectors regarding the risks and occupational hazards they are exposed to while performing their daily work activities.
Results indicated that all street sweepers and garbage collectors (100%)
were aware of the health hazards they are 
